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when the House of Commons agreed that the trade should
cease in 1796, the House of Lords rejected the bill During
the next few years there was strong opposition to every
proposal that meant the sacrifice of a lucrative trade, and the
alienation of the colonies. Pitt himself, whose speech In
favour of Immediate abolition in 1792 had won the ecstatic
admiration of Fox and Grey, dissuaded the abolitionists
from pressing the question, and actually allowed the trade
to revive and Increase under the British flag. In the war the
naval ascendancy of England had destroyed the slave trade
to the French and Dutch colonies, and, when these colonies
passed under the British flag, Pitt refused to prevent the
resumption of a trade which no one had stigmatised more
sternly than he. The result was a brisk activity. " It was
computed that under the Administration of Pitt, the English
slave trade more than doubled, and that the number of
negroes imported annually in English ships rose from 25,000
to 57,000." Wilberforce declared in 1802 that the trade had
been canieds especially of late years, to a greater extent than
at any former period of our history. In 1804 the political
conditions Improved, and Wilberforce wished to bring in a
resolution forbidding any further importation of slaves into
the conquered colonies, but Pitt prevented him by promising
to issue a Royal Proclamation, a promise he fulfilled rather
more than a year later. When Fox came into office all this in-
decision and vacillation ended. Mr. Lecky quotes the remark
that " had Pitt perilled his political existence on the Issue, no
rational man can doubt that an amount of guilt, of misery, of
disgrace, and of loss would have been spared to England
and to the civilised world such as no other man ever had It
In his power to arrest."1 In 1788 Pitt had branded the slave
trade as detestable, and by 1806 that trade was not only in
existence but enormously extended. Fox came into office
in February. He died In September, and he was too ill to
attend Parliament after June. He had all Pitt's difficulties,
the war, a hostile Court, a divided Cabinet. But it was
1 Lecky, England^ vol. v. p. 344.